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~FAREWELL FELICITATION DINNER

F. P. SEERVAI

On 5th November, 1990 at short notice nearly 40
members of the South India Philatelists’ Association,
Madras met at Hotel Ashoka to bid Farewell to two of
their life members Mr, F. P, Seervai, a septuagenarian,
aged 73, Founder Secretary, an active participant

_in all the activities of the Association and ShriG.

Nemichand Chopra, life member and a silent dedicated
committee member ‘were given a farewell dinner party.

Mr. G. Madan Mohan Das, our President, welcomed

G. NEMICHAND CHOPRA

Stamps and stationery upto Month and give a researched
study talk on both Modern and Preindependent stamps
of India besides Indian. Native States without a break
which activity has kept the members look up to his

The views contaéined in the articles published are the

~ author's own and not necessarily those of the Association,

X
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chand and said that Mr. Seervai was and is the back
bone of our Association right from its inception, who
has acted in various capacities from Secretary to Presi-

_dent ' and ' under his able. Stewardship very
many Association Exhibitions were conducted,
He was responsible for the initial funding of
the Association by getting a sizable advertise-
ments from the beginning, He wasaway from
us for a short time at Bangalore and even from
there he guided the activities of our Associa-
tion,
He isone the accredited state Jury; He has
conducted a number of school of Philately

number of Articles to various Philatelic
Journals and- State level Souvenirs. Above
all, whether it rains or shires, he would
always attend the second Sunday meetings of
the Association, puton display all new Issues
of commemorative, Special & Difinitive

arrival at every meeting. He has read out many papers
on Philately: ** JUDGING THEMATIC EXHIBITS ™
at Kerapex 90: ¢ HISTORY OF PHILATELY ** at the
School of Philately-held by the:Madras CPMG’S Office.

. (Cont. p. 50)

whose interest was always at his heart.

courses at various schools; has contributed a

i

. All communications relating to Bulletin may, please
be addressed to Mr. M, T, Karunakaran, Hony. Editor, SIPA
Bulletin, 3, Il Cross Street, Jayanagar, Tambaram
Sanatorium, Madras-800 047,
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SIPA MEETINGS

i : SECOND SUNDAY of every month - Regular meeting at the Philately Bureau, Anna moad, Post Office,

THIRD SUNDAY of svery month - Auction meeting at our Library Hall at 6, Nannian Street, Madras-3.

(Timings : 10-45 a. m. to'? p. m.)



A Brief Postal History of India

Mr. P. M. MEDHORA

There was a time when very scant attention was
given to the postal history of a country. Stamp collectors
devoted their attention on collecting mint or used
stamps and in the process, stamps were removed from
the covers as 1hey thought that covers were unnecessa-
rily occupying too much of space in their albums, Very
few tried or attempted to know the early posial history of
a courtry as to how the mail evolved, how the mail
was carried, what were the early strikes applied when
there were no postage stamps, what were the various
handstruck stamps, what were the postal rates and the
different routes, what fascination was there in various
strikes used for different provinces, how many days a
letter used to take from one capital city to another and
other finer points.

For years together the postal history of a country
from the philatelic angle, so to say, was in utter obli-
- vion, The study of postal history is a fairly modern
trend and is quite distinct from the common usage
‘stamp collecting.” A true postal historian regards
adhesive stamps as being of secondary importance. He
is mostly concerned with how the postal service evolved
over the years and what were the postal markings or
the handstruck stamps in those days. The first officially
recognised postal marking was that employed and used
by Henry Bishop in the year 1660 in England. Then we
know of William Dockwara and his famous postal
marking * Penny Post Paid ” and that of Rowland Hill
who agitated for a uniform postal rate and introduction
of regular postage stamps. But, in this article the main
idea is to (race out the postal history of India with
which we are more concerned.

Referring to some old historical records we find that
India was not a backward country, it had fine civiliza-
tion and the country. as sych had good many finer
points compared to other countries in the East. Ziauddin
Barni the famous historian has described in his records
that the horse and foot postal organisation prevailed in
this country wayback in the thirteenth century. Another
famous historian and traveller Ibn Battuta who visited
India round about 1340 has very clearly recorded that
India had a highly organised p.stil service under the
auspices of the then rulers. H. hid mentioned about
the two types of postal servicss, o..e was the horse deli-
very for speedy mail for which horses were kept ready

pevery four miles on the routes. The other system was
«that of foot runners in which runners used to go from
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place to place in relays carrying letters in a small bag in
a cleft stick, which was handed over from one runner

to the next in line. This was a slow process but at the
same time less costly.

The Moghul rulers, Emperors Baber and Akbar
also played a major role in bettering the postal service.
Emperor Baber developed the horse courier system
along the long road from his capital at Agra right up
to Kabul. The redoubtable warrior and a reformer,
Emperor Sher Shah earned the credit for putting the
postal service on a better footing. In his short reign
of five years he built “ pucca’ roads for speedy tramsport
of mail by foot runners and horse despatches through-
out his domain. Emperor Akbar who was known for his
great many social and political reforms did not lag
behind in introducing postal reforms. Over and above
the foot runners and horse despatches, he introduced
camels for quick movement in some sandy desert areas.

FOREIGNERS ON THE INDIAN SOIL :

There came on the scene on the Indian soil foreign
powers with a view to trading with Indian merchants
and establisning long-lasting business connections with
this prosperous country. The first to land on the
Indian soil were the Portuguese under the leadership
of that great navigator, Vasco da Gama on the shores
of Calicut in Southern India in the year 1498, With the
arrival of Vasco da Gama the European influence began
in India. The Portuguese in those days were a power to -
reckon with and they tried to build Portuguese Empire
in India and actually succeeded in doing so within a
short period. Other foreign nations were attracted by
the rich resources of this vast country and by 1600 the
French and the British arrived in India to try their
luck.

The struggle for power and position began between-
these foreign nations and those who had come under
the pretext of having only the trade relations with India,-
changed their attitude and within a few years the so
called traders became warriors and they vied with each
other in establishing an ever lasting Empire. In their
struggle for supremacy the British under the able leader-
ship of some of their officers overshadowed their rivals
and thus established British Empire in India. The sad,
sordid and ugly episode was more of our making because
the various ruling Indian princes, zamindars and the
war lords had no unity amongst themselves, Strife and
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dissension was the order of the day amongst the Indians
of which the crafty Britishers took full advantage.

ROLE OF THE HON, EAST INDIA CO :

With the advent of the East India Co , the postal
service was brought on a more regular and systematic
line. The Company was granted a Royal Charter to trade
in the East on 31st December, 1600 and it soom began
furctioning with the main purpose of trading with
India. Within a short time the Company flourished and
it establishedits first solid base at Madras in 1639. The
Company spread its wings far and wide as it wanted to
establish” a solid hold: on various trade -limes in this
country. Sinee it met with success the second establish-
ment of the Company was . opened at Bombay in 1660
and by about 1686 at Calcutta. The Company used the
postal runners to great advantage as it wanted to
remain in regular contact with its branches. The Com-
pany saw the necessity and urgency of having a regular
postal service, so the Company decided in having its
own paid postal runners.

A few words in connection wilh the safety of the
postal runners will not be out of place. The postal
runners were armed with a stick or a spear but that was
no proiection in the real sense of the word as they had
to face very heavy odds, such as, they were attacked
by the dacoits or wild animals which were ever present
in vast jungles, They had also to face heavy monsoon,
rivers in spate, the crossing of which was extremely
difficult. Inspite of such difficulties, the mail continued
to be carried for which the postal runners deserve credit
and compliments.

The mail was mostly official and only the Company’s
servants were allowed free use of the postal runners to
carry any private letters that they wanted to send. It
would be interesting to note the time taken by those
postal runners going from one place to another. For
example, between 1625 to 1635, letters were carried
from Patna to Agra‘in eleven to fifieen days by ‘cassids’
while <harkars’ used to take about twenty days from
Goa to Masulipatam.

By 1688 the Company asked its Bombay and Madras
offices to build a post office for all letters to be brought
and delivered. It would be interesting to record the
Company's instructions which appeared in their letter
book on 27th August, 1688 which reuad as follows :

““We likewise require you to erect a Post Office for
all letters to be brought to and delivered at, setting such
rate upon each single letter, and so proportionately
upon double and treble letters, as may in a few years
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bring in sencibly a vast revenue to the Company, and
a much greater conveniency to merchants and trade in
general than ever they yet had or understood. For which
purpose you must order fitting stages and passage boats
to go off and return on certain days, and proper stages
by land to Surat and other places to convey letters with
great security and speed ; and you must make it highly
criminal to send letters to any place where you have
established a Post Office by any other conveyance than
by the Office erected for this purpose =

Readers are hereby informed that it is quite impos-
sible to trace the complete development of the post under
the East India Company in this article. Those who are
interested in the exclusive reproduction of postal notices
and rules and regulations are advised to go through
that scholarly work. <The Handstruck Postage Stamps
of India™, by Col. D. Hammond Giles.

The Company was fortunate in having the services
of some very able administrators like Clive and Warren
Hastings who did a lot for the efficient running of the
postal service. Under such able officers the Company
continued to expand its trading activities and a number
of new establishments were set up throughout the country.
In the struggle for supremacy the British had an upper
hand over the French and the Dutch and after defeating
them, more attention was paid in maintaining law and
order with the help of military forces distributed over
wide areas to defend the Company’s interest at the
various establishments.

By 1720 an‘Overland Route’ from Madras to Calcuita
was proposed operating once a fortnight but afterwards
it became a weekly service. Similar service was arranged
for Bombay late in 1775. The idea of introducing the
Overland Route was to expedite the post as it used to
take two to three months for letters to reach Calcutta
from Madras whereas after the introduction of the over-
land route the letters were carried within thirty days.

Lord Clive was not happy with the then existing
postal system, so he endeavoured to organise a Govern-
ment postal service in the year 1766 and issucd the
following order :

“ For the better regulation of the Dauks. Ordered
that in future all letters be despatched from Government
House ; the postmaster or his assistants attending every
night to sort and see them off ; that the letters to the
different Inland Settiements be made up in separate
bags sealed with the Company’s seal; and that no one
may open the packets except the chiefs at different places ~
who are to open only their respective packets; and
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ordered that they be directed to observe the same rule
with respect to the letters sent down to Calcutta ™

Lord Clive's so called postal reform dated 24th
March'1766 was restricted to Company’s purposes only.
But the Company’s employees were not charged for
sending their private post. Still better results were
required. Soafter sight years when Warren Hastingstook

. over he reorganised the postal service in the year 1774.

Private persons were allowed 10 send letters at charges
which varied between 2as, to Rs. 5 through the Com-
pany s posial network on payment of 2 fee. But such
post was only carried in the areas under the control and
jurisdiction of the Company M~any parts of India were
not under the control of the Company and letters 1o be
carried to such areas were carried by other private
agencies. For the students of postal history the various
tables of the rates of postage from Calcutta to different
places from 1784 onwards will definitely make an intere. §
ting study. The postal rates depended on the weight of
the letter and the distance to cover.

In the year 1785 extra post offices were opened, a
new Road to Benares was constructed and the disirict
dawks were carried on the same rates though there
were certain depaitures from the set rules. Between
17%4 to 1759 a number of improvements were made in
the postal services run between i ombay, Calcutta and
Madras. A capable junior employee Mr.J. P. Burion
devised a regular_ postal service between Madras and
Ganjam, a oistance of 700 miles. This new service was
introduced at a very cheap rate of one fanam (about 2
annas) for a single sheet letter weighing upto an ounce,
for every hundred miles. For local delivery in Madras
the charges were 40 cash, | fanam and I} fanam for
single, double and treble letters respectively.

The then Government also decided to arrange a
weekiy post1o Bombay, wnereby runners would sent
from Madras 1o Bombay, to meet in the middle, ex-
change leiters, and then to return to their own post
offices. But the route was arduous and hazardous,
many runners lost their lives. By 1788 the merchants
of Madras were too cager tosestabiish communications
with pombay using Masulipatam as the focal point.
The Company agreed 10 their request and it was arrang-
ed once a fortnight, the time in wransit being about four
weeks. In 1789 weekly posts with Muasulipatam as a key
point from which routes oranched v vambay, Macras
and Calculla Were hisiauicd. Liie new Fou.¢ was found
very convenient and proliable so v ompauy 1ssued
a notice dated oib January, 1790 wucrein postage rates
to different places weie sel out, . he raies varied from
2 annas 10 1< annds depending on e distance covered,

Further progress was achieved and further improve-
ment was made to the above service. The letters were
sent twice a week rather speedily, it used to take about
26 days from Bombay to Calcutta and only 17 days to
Madras and mails between Calcutta and Madras were
carried within 19 days. The rates of postage from
Bombay to Madras were Rs.2, Rs. 4 and Rs. 6 for
single, double and treble letter respectively.

As the internal post expanded postage rates were
also revised as per the weight and distance and many.
changes took place in Madras and Bengal. Many rev-
ised rates were to be seen between 1798 to 1802. Char-
ges had to be prepaid with the exception of letters des-
patched by the Governor and certain high dignitaries.
Letters weighing less than one rupee. were ‘deemed to
be single and the postage per hundred miles was 13
fanams ; letters weighing between | rupee and 1} rupee
were considered as double and the charge was 24 fanams;
léttérs weighing between 1§ rupee and 2 rupees were,
considered as treble and the charge was 3 fanams. In
Bengal the rates were different.

In Bengal substantial changes in the rates occurred
in 1802 and the charge was 2 as. upto-:0 miles; 3 as.
upto 100 miles ; 4 as. upto 200 miles and | anna extra
for every additional 100 miles. The Bengal Government
had also organised parcel postal services, namely Bang-
hies, which were run to cater for the conveyance of
bulky packets at cheaper rates than the ordinary mail.
The Company’s postal system worked very well where
.t had its factories and through Collectors offices and
Commercial Residents and also through some zamin-
dars in the country districts. In the out of the way
areas in which the Company had no hold, private
arrangements with persons not connected with the
Company were established for regular posts.

The Company wanted a complete hold and political
stability in the douth and in Assam. After the arrival
of Wellesly in the year 1798 till the annexation of
Assam in 1826, the Britishers had to fight many a _ba;tlc
for supremacy, The death of Tipu Sultan at Seringa-
patnam in 1799 and the favourable results of the last
Maharatha war went into their favour. During this
unsettled period there was hardly any change or marked
improvement in the communication system. Having
strongly established themsclves the Company thought
‘of some major changes in the working of the Post
Office in this country in the year 1837. The Post Office
Act was passed with a view 1o overhauling and moder-
nising the postal service and also to unite the post
offices: throughout the three presidencies into one All
India Organisation. By this Act the members of the

Jewels and other articies of value weie not accepted. | piblic were allowed to use the service but the private
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post arrangements werc to be abolished. Those who
were carrying the private post were not happy by this
measure and though private post was illegal by the
above 1837 Act, a number of private posts functioned
in many parts of the country.

SHIP LETTERS :

The Company’s letters (mail) to England was carri-
ed by the merchants ships. So with a view te giving
facility to general public a notice appeared at the Bom-
bay Courier on 28th December, 1793, intimating therein
that letters or packets for Europe will be accepted for
transmission if they are brought to the office during
certain hours. Charges were very heavy, for 2 ounces
it was Rs. 4 ; 3 ounces it was Rs. 9 ;4 ounces it was
Rs. 16 ; for 6 ounces it was Rs. 36. Similarly in 1797
Madras also issued a notification regarding regular
monthly communication with Great Britain via Bussora.
Since the charges were exhorbitant and conditions were
rather stiff. We do not know to what extent the Public
availed themselves of the Ship Letter service. The only
means of communication between the two countries
was by sea via the Cape of Good Hope in the Comp-
any’s vessels till Lt, Thomas Waghorn established the
*Overland Route.’

The main idea of Lt. Waghorn was to minimise the
time and carry the mail speedily. It used to take nearly
a year to reccive a reply from England to a letter sent
from Calcutta by the Company's vessels. The sailing
ships had to depend on the weather and the best course
was to introduce steam-ships. The mail from India was
transported to Marseiles, a distance of 700 miles was
covered on the horse back to Boulogne or Calais. The
distance was covered by speedy relays of horses on an
average speed of 14 miles per hour. The steamboat
always awaited at Calais or Boulogne to receive the
mail which was carried to Dover and once again by
horse express to London. On occasions the mail was
carried within sixty days against the usual hundred days
or more. Lt. Waghorn's Overland Route paid rich
dividends and actually it helped the Indian trade beyond
everyone's imagination '

THE HANDSTRUCK POSTAGE STAMPS :

The earliest handstruck postage mark is the Indian
Bishopmark applied on letters at Calcutta in the year
1775. The Indian Bishopmark differs from English,
Canadian and American Bishopwsarks. The Indian
Bishopmarks has the months in three letters such as
JAN., FEB., DEC. whereas all the foreign Bishopmarks
have the months in two letters. The three presidencies
Bombay, Calcutta and Madras had different hand struck
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stamps which make a fascinating study. The different
markings such as Post Paid; Post Not Paid; BG- PG;
(Bearing postage); packet and ship letters markings;
King’s Post markings; General post office markings ;
Postage Dues etc., all in various shapes and sizes afford
an excellent study to a student of postal history. These
handstruck stamps can be divided in two groups, those
stamps used by the Hon. East India Co., prior to 1836
and those used after the passing of the Post Office Act
of 1837. 1Itis a fairly deep study which can be enjoyed
with the help of some standard works on the subject.

THE POSTAGE STAMPS :

The struggle for uniform postage system was going
on in England and in the year 1840, thanks to the zeal
and enthusiasm of persons like Rowland Hill, the first
postage stamps were introduced in England in that year.
Since the postal system was put on a firm footing in this
country and as sweeping reforms were introduced in
England, it was quite likely that India would follow the
footsteps of the ruling nation. In the year 1852, a
Provincial Commissioner in Sind District, Sir Bartle
Frere decided to introduce a cheap postal system in his
province and with the help of his friend Mr. Edward
L. Coffey. the Postmaster of Karachi, the first postage
stamps popularly known as “Scinde Dawks'’ were intro-
duced in Sind District.

In a way this experiment of Sir Bartle Frere resulted
in the production of the regular lithographed stamps
throughout the country. It was not an easy task for
those who undertook the work. After some experiments
and certain trial and error methods Capt. H. Thuillier
was able-to achieve the required results and the regular
Postage stamps in the denomination of half anna blue
were released on Ist October, 1854. As the demand
increased printings were made in quick succession re-
sulting in different dies, Further three denominations
of 1 anna; 2 annas and four annas were released to
satisfy the public demand.

Further preparations were going on in England with
M/s. De La Rue & Co,, and since 1855 to 1926 the said
firm was in charge of printing Indian stamps. The in-
scription remained on all the stamps read East [ndia
Postage and the said inscription remained on all the
stamps issued between 1855 and 1876, In the year 1877
Queen Victoria assumed the title of Empress of India
and the inscription on the stamps was altered from East
India Postage to India Postage. A new printing press
was established at Nasik. So since 1926 all the Indian
stamps are being printed at Nasik. The information
pertaining to Indian stamps after 1855 can be easily
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available from any standard stamp catalogue and there
is nothing for me to elaborate on the subject.

The idea and intention of penning this article is
to give a brief postal history of India and that is why
I have not quoted at length various rules and regulations

introduced by the Company from time to time during
have also not quoted from the

various Post Office Acts as such information can be
casily. obtained from 2 number of standard works.

References :

1., The Handstruck Postage stamps of India by Hammond
Giles.

2 Rbbson Lowe's Encyclopedia Part Hi.
3. Gtamps of India by Jal Cooper.

Courtesy : ASIANA-77 Souvenir



Display of undesirable Material in Philatelic Exhibitions

Philatelists often include colour proofs, colour trials
progressives and other such unusual/restricted matcrial
on their exhibits taking such items to be rare and valua-
ble. Such material is to be in the custody of the Govern-
ment and 'is not supposed to be available to members of
the public. How:ver, some such material may somehow
have found a way out having been stolen and smuggled
in the market. The possibility of fake items, forged or
doctored from other items and passed of as genuine
items too, cannot be ruled out. Such items not being
ordinarily available, often command high prices. though
they may not have any inherent philatelic value, It is
on account of the non-avaiiability of such material to
philatelists that they consider it to be very important
and display it on their exhibits.

To curb this tendency, display of such material will
henceforth not be permitted in ohilatelic exhibitions.
Any Exhibitor displaying such material would lay him-
sell open to action, which may be taken by the appro-
priate authorities in accordance with the prevalent Act/
Rules applicable to such cases.

ISSUED by Department of Posts, Dak Bhavan,
Parliament Street, New Delhi in STAMP NEWS (12)
1990,

Tentative programme for issue of COMMEMORA-
TIVE/SPECIAL Postage STAMPS during the Year
1991.

23-24 do Diamond Jubilee of
New Delhi

25-26 June Antarctica
27-32 do Orchids
33-34  July Cartoons-Shanker Pillay
35-38  August Adventure Sports
39 do Centenarv of Rocket Mail
40 do Sri Prakasa
41-44 OQOctober wild Life
45-46 do Handicrafts :

' Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya
47 November Diamond Jubilee of Air Mail

Post Card

“8-51 December Music of India
52 do 90 Years of Nobel Prize
33 do Drug Abuse .
54 do W. A. Mozart
55 do 18th Cavalry

ISSUE MONTHS TO BE DECIDED
56 Jai Shanker Prasad
57 Mahadevi Varma
58 Bharti Bhawan Library.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

PHILATELIC REPORTER. NEW DELHI
JAMSHEDPUR PHILATELIC SOCIETY Bulletin
U-PHIL TIMES: KANPUR

S. Noe. Month Theme TOP-PHIL, BHOPAL
1 January International Conference on THE NORTH POST. LUDHIANA
Road Safety ISPC NEWS LETTER, CALCUTTA
2.3 do International Conference on HOBBY CLUB NEWS LETTER, UTTARPARA
Youth Tourism and Visit India PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF BHILAI, BHILAI
Tourism Year THE GOA STAMP BULLETIN. GOA
4-5 February Wild Life (Marine Mammals) THE NORTHERN PHILATELIST, |l UDHIANA
6. do 7th Triennale BOMBAY PHILATELISTS’ FRIENDS CLUB
Vs do Jaganath Sunkersett BULLETIN
8-9. do Inpex-91 _
10-11.  March Space Vehicles - Completion of ADDITIONS TO LIBRARY
3 years STANLEY GIBBONS WHOLE WORLD 1990
12-15 do Tribal Dances STANLEY GIBBONS 1991 BRITISH
16. April Babu Jagjiwan Ram COMMONWEALTH
17 do Dr. B. R. Ambadkar SIGNET 1990 ISSUES
18-20  May Yoga TANAPEX SOUVENIR 1990
21 do Ariyakudi Ramanuja Iyengar KARNAPEX SOUVENIR 1990
22 do Karpoori Thakur INDIA POST 1990
Editorial Contd. Mr U. Mohan Rao. Shri K. C. Sivanandan, Mr. M. T.

We may so to say that there is no facet of Indian
Philately which he has not attempted or discussed. He
has given talks on Modern Postal History like Express
Delivery; registration marks: Speedpost; slogans and
also read a number of news paper clippings. His one
and only strong point is his puncuality at all meetings
and functions. Our Vice-president Mr. D. H. Rao
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K arunakaran and Mr. K. Prasad also spoke praising
the work done by Mr. Seervai and Mr. G Nemichand
Chopra and wished them long life, prosperity and health
on their settling down at Poona and at Moradabad
respectively. Mementoes befitting the occasion were
presented to them followed by a memorable Dianer.
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NATIONAL SGENE

The Philatelic congress of India, the Apex body held
its 7th Bienniel Congress at New Delhi and Shri
Dhirubhai Metha was elected President of the Apexbody
for the years 1990/92. He is one of the leading Philatel
ists in the country wellknown both at home and abroad,
founder chapter member of the Congress, its treasyrer and
its vicepresident before his election, he is a life member
of the Philatelic Society of India, Life member of the
South India Philatelists’ Association, A member of the
Empire of India Philatelic Society of India, Hony, Editor
of the Philatelic Journal of India for more than three
decades; A member of the Royal Philatelic Society,
LLondon. Mr. Metha is an International Juror and Nati-
onal Commissioner for many of the International Exhib-
itions. He is a member of the reconstituted Philatelic
Advisory Committee in which capacity he has acted for

more than— three ~terms;— He—has-written—extensi-—
vely on Indian Philately, Indian Feudatory States especi-
ally Sourath, Airmails is his forte. He has actively
participated on various seminars and read Papers on
Indian Philately. His main interests are (1) Indian Feu- .
datory States; (2) Indian Airmails and (3) Indian Postal
Stationery; and (4) United Nations. He has won top
awards for his collections of Sourth; Indian Feudatory
States and Indian Airmails at many International Exhibi-
tions, Mr. Metha has travelled round the world a
number of times with his wife Mrs. Kusum Metha who
herself is an advanced Philatelists and she had accom-
pannied Mr. Metha on foreign tours.

South India Philatelists’ Association, Madras assure
Mr. Metha their fullest Cooperation in all his ardous
tasks for the fulfilment of Philatelic Congress of India
during his term of tenure. They also wish Mr. Metha
and Mrs. Metha many, many years of health, wealth and
prosperity .

OBITUARY

It is with sad feelings we have to report the sudden
demise of our beloved members: Shri K, Murugadas
Born on 23-9-54, life member and a silent smiling dealer

of stamps at Madras on 10-11-1990; because of whose *

true character and lovable nature many a philatelists and
INumismatists have kept constant contact with him
and as well built good collections. He was one of
those sufferers who had lost their whole shop and stock
during the Moore Market fire. Sri T. N. Metha,
Doyen of Philately who was responsible for the promo-
tion of our Hobby, died at the old age of 8) years at New
Delhi He has represented India at various UPU conven-

tions and worked hard to improve the quality of Indian
stamps during his period of office in the postal Dept.
Condolence resolutions were passed and communi-
cated to theinext of kin.
Pray Lord that their souls‘rest in peace.

SIPA WISHES ALL ITS MEMBERS
- AHAPPY' AND' PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR |




